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1. The regular meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. Members present were Leonard Clark, cha'ir·i'nan; 
Donald Passardi, vice chairman; Beth Magura, recording secretary; Roger Ingraham; Becky Kraussmann; and 
Jamie Furness. A quorum was present. 

2. Review and approval of the meeting minutes from the Special Meeting of Aug. 2, 2022, and from 

the regular meeting of Aug. 22, 2022 

Regarding the meeting minutes from the Special Meeting of Aug. 2, 2022, Becky Kraussmann made a motion to 
accept the minutes; Roger Ingraham seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously passed by the group. 

Regarding the meeting minutes from the Regular Meeting of Aug. 22, 2022, Becky Kraussmann made a motion 
to accept the minutes; Roger Ingraham seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously passed by the 
group. 

3. Update on the repair of the Christopher Allen Bridge on Spring Street 

Commissioner Beth Magura had checked in with Director of Public Works Devin Cowperthwaite about the status 
of much-needed repairs on the Allen Bridge, which began losing fascia stonework in Feb. 2018. In the 
intervening years, degradation of the mortar pointing has accelerated and subsidence of stonework and 
adjacent sidewalks continues. 

In mid-September, Mr. Cowperthwaite said he had contacted a civil engineer with the CT Dept. of Energy & 
Environmental Protection's Land & Water Resources Division to follow up on the Town of Stafford's applications 
for Flood Management Certification (FMC) related to the use of Local Capital Improvement (LoCIP) funding for 
bridge-repair engineering. 

As reported in SHAC's 6/27/2022 meeting minutes, the applications were submitted as a result of the CT Office 
of Policy & Management enacting some new requirements for approval from the CT Dept. of Energy and 
Environmental Protection (DEEP) for projects that fall within a flood plain. 

At this time, the civil engineer (Alexander Ericson) indicated that internal actions at the State of CT level are 
underway to eliminate the need for certification statements. Currently, a Memorandum of Understanding 
between the OPM and DEEP is being reviewed by DEEP's legal department. 

Mr. Ericson has forwarded the Town of Stafford's applications to the assistant director of the Land & Water 
Resources Division, who said he'd reach out to OPM about the Town of Stafford's projects. As of Sept. 15, 2022, 
Mr. Ericson had yet to receive an update. 

Mr. Ericson had preliminarily reviewed the applications and he did not anticipate a lengthy review process after 
OPM and DEEP resolve their negotiations. 

4. Continued discussion of sending commendation letters to those who restore or in some manner 
improve the condition of a historic building in Stafford 

SHAC Vice Chairman Donald Passardi spoke again in support of commending owners of improved properties that 
are at least 100 years old. 

1 



Commissioner Jamie Furness had explored the on line links to similar programs sponsored by the Manchester, 
CT, and Manchester, NH, historical societies. 

Other commissioners pointed out that the overall intention of such a program and the criteria for nominating a 
property owner need to be specified and procedures established. Ms. Furness said she would further research 
established programs of this type. 

SHAC Chairman Leonard Clark suggested that it may be appropriate for the procedures to include a preliminary 
query to a nominee to confirm their willingness to be singled out in this way. 

Another question: Would the commendation letter be issued on Town of Stafford letterhead and signed by the 
First Selectman? 

Commissioner Jamie Furness said that she would meet with First Selectman Sal Titus to discuss this idea with 
Mr. Titus. 

Discussion of the development of this idea will continue at the next meeting. 

5. Continued discussion of introducing property owners and the public to the idea of a proposed 

Main Street/Hyde Park Historic District in order to dispel misconceptions about establishing such a 

district. 

Commissioner Becky Kraussmann reported that three candidates had responded to the Request for Proposals 

for researching and compiling a Historic District nomination for the Main Street/Hyde Park area of downtown 

Stafford Springs. None of the candidates live in New England, but they are certified in this field, as their 

applications showed. They hail from Pennsylvania, Maryland and New York State. All seemed well-qualified to 

undertake the work, Ms. Kraussmann said. 

Ms. Kraussmann sat in on the remotely conducted interviews with the three candidates. The interviews were 

conducted by Amber Wakley-Whaley, the Town's director of Grants and Community Development, and Zoning 

Enforcement Officer Dave Perkins. 

On October 5, 2022, Ms. Wakley-Whaley will present the outcome of the interviews to the Board of Selectmen 

for their deliberation. 

This project is funded by a two-year, $20,000 grant from the CT State Historic Preservation Office and is a joint 

project of the Town of Stafford and the nonprofit Stafford Historical Society. The Stafford Historical Advisory 

Commission is supportive of the project. 

It is now projected that informational letters to approximately 40 property owners in the proposed historic 

district may be sent after October 5. 

It is projected that a finalized nomination will be delivered to the CT State Historic Preservation Office by 

September 2023, after which documentation would be forwarded to the national level for final deliberation 

about designating the studied area in Stafford Springs as a National Register Historic District. 

The group did not address the following item mentioned in SHAC's 8/22/2022 meeting minutes: 

Chairman Clark had expressed the opinion that when a public information session with representatives from the 

State Historic Preservation Office and the hired architectural historian is scheduled, printed informational 

materials should be available to hand out to citizens. 
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For example, Mr. Clark had pointed out at the 8/22/2022 SHAC meeting that the Town's Planning and Zoning 

Commission seemed to have a distorted view of what a National Register Historic District means. Informational 

materials must be available for townspeople to read, Mr. Clark repeated. 

It is unclear at this time when a public information meeting about the project will be scheduled. 

5. Discussion of a Demolition Delay Ordinance 

Commissioners agree that formally developing a demolition delay ordinance could help save historic structures. 
Further research will be done to identify some towns in CT that do enforce such ordinances. 

Pragmatic issues include trigger mechanisms within the Town's current permitting processes. 

Chairman Clark reminded the group that a demolition delay ordinance must be approved by the Board of 
Selectmen. 

To substantively discuss this topic, commissioners agree to read the templated demolition delay ordinance 
created by the CT Trust for Historic Preservation. 

Further discussion of this topic will be tabled until the next meeting. 

6. Public comment. No members of the public were present at the meeting. 

7. Old business. Commissioner Roger Ingraham asked about the status of the sale of the decommissioned 

Borough School. In the 9/15/2022 BOS meeting minutes, it was reported by realtor Rob Arute that an offer has 

been made for the Borough School (36 Prospect Street). 

The minutes read, as follows: "The offer will not exceed $425,000, based on the work that needs to be done on 

the property and is pending a current appraisal which the potential buyer is paying for. He has rehabbed other 

buildings like this and has a good reputation for maintaining the character of the buildings and maintaining the 

properties." 

Mr. Passardi said that the Borough School's lot is 3.3 acres in size. 

A public hearing will be held and a town meeting to approve the sale of the property. No date for such meetings 

were cited in the BOS minutes. 

8. Adjournment. Donald Passardi made a motion to adjourn; Becky Kraussmann seconded the motion. The 

motion was agreed to unanimously, and the meeting adjourned at 8:19 p.m. 

R::~~~•;4;~ 
Beth Magura J 
Recording Secretary 

Stafford Historic Advisory Commission 
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